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appears in the King's soul so strong he is blinded by it, should not Hamlet 
as an intellectual being who has just written and acted the vital part of the 
play for the inspiration of the players, be riveted to his seat by the sight of a 
phenomenon in soul-suffering that death would defeat, a suffering that makes 
a physical revenge a barbarism as unthinkable by him as it is by you and me? 

But Shakespeare's audience were barbarians, most of them. Drake was 
more popular in that day than was our immortal poet. Hamlet, with self- 
accusations, apologizes to this audience for his procrastination and his inde- 
cision. And our poet certainly had a time to keep this bloodthirsty audience 
interested while keeping Hamlet as an intellectual being tormented with a 
light that grows stronger in its hold upon the King and in its fascination 
for Hamlet, until in the final scene the revenge of the Ghost is lost in a con- 
fusion of killings that is a tribute paid to the Elizabethan audience. 

St. Joseph, Missouri. C. M. S. 

GUIDING INTELLIGENCE IN EVOLUTION 

Sib, — In Mr. Burroughs's article in The North American Review for 
February, entitled "The Arrival of the Fit," he cites seeming evidences of a 
guiding principle or "reasonableness" in evolution, while he also points out that 
there are many things in evolution which seem to contradict the idea of a guid- 
ing intelligence. 

If, in searching for a companion in the desert, I find tracks that resemble 
his, I am entirely justified in believing that he has been in that particular 
place, and that, although I do not see him, he is somewhere in that vicinity. 
There may be mysteries about the tracks that I do not understand. They 
may be distinct for a distance and then mysteriously disappear; but, never- 
theless, I am positively convinced that my companion has been on the spot, 
and no power on earth can shake my faith in the belief. 

The "tendencies," the "reasonableness," and the "primordial push" men- 
tioned by Mr. Burroughs are the tracks of a guiding intelligence in the desert 
of "failures and monstrosities," of "waste and suffering and delay" in evolu- 
tion. If we are ever to have a religious faith that accords with the principles 
of evolution, we should carefully treasure every footprint or sign of a guiding 
intelligence in evolution. We should not be dismayed by the occasional dis- 
appearance of the traces of intelligence, or by the limitless waste about us. 
The particular shape which each organ assumes, and the particular tissue 
which it absorbs, under all circumstances and conditions in its formation and 
development, also appear to be results of a guiding intelligence. Permit me to 
say that I believe one may become as positively convinced of the existence 
and operation of a guiding intelligence in the development of living forms 
as of the existence and nearness of a companion on viewing his footprints 
in the sand. Charles L. Clayton. 

Wellington, Kansas. 



A COUNCIL OF NEUTRAL NATIONS 

Sir, — The Supreme Court of the United States within its recognized 
jurisdiction has avoided decision in cases where no means existed for their 
enforcement upon that ground. International Law, so called, has no inde- 
pendent means by which its authority can be exerted. It formerly rested upon 
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the customs and usages of civilized nations, as expounded by jurists and com- 
mentators who had studied their separate or joint declarations and acts, and 
the proceedings of local courts and legislatures. More and more, however, 
treaties have become the chief source of the law of nations, and the abstract 
of their provisions concerning international agreements is one of the valuable 
undertakings proposed by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

Of course, however, any superstructure built upon such foundations and 
made into a system of rules — even were it to be generally accepted — would 
be liable to go to pieces during a great war under the plea of a national "neces- 
sity" by a belligerent or by a neutral. If there were any authority to which 
appeal might be made in case of their infraction, how could it act effectively? 
Public opinion is the strength of treaties, and there is now no international 
public opinion which can be invoked even for moral support of a disputed 
question. For any single neutral nation to assert at this time ex cathedra its 
views or its interpretations of usage because of its own commercial or financial 
needs, or because of its sympathy with one of the belligerents, is simply to 
submit to the machinations of those who would force the United States into 
partizanship or active participation in the war. 

This is the obvious design of many residents in the country who are urging 
upon the Government to insist upon all the principles of international comity 
upon which there is any question with defiant urgency and with ex parte 
claim to authority. 

Since the rape of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary, the inter- 
national-law basis of treaty has been subjected to repeated shocks. The con- 
dition is chaotic, and precedents are perhaps being formed rather than being 
obeyed. During the necessary suspense of anything like international sanc- 
tion for general agreement, no single neutral nation, however strong, can afford 
to take an absolute attitude in regard to questions not only doubtful, but 
which are in their nature fluent. A modus vivendi must be sought with all 
the patience, restraint, and unselfishness possible. 

There is one course open, in which the United States may well take the 
lead and which would avoid the individual national responsibility which our 
vehement unneutrals are trying to force upon us. Let the President call a 
council of neutral nations, only for that which is their proper business — the 
joint assertion of some principles which should govern the acts of war — and 
control with neutrals the movements of vehicles of transportation, persons, and 
goods; these views to be promulgated, with the force which they would thus 
receive, to mankind at large. Whether one side or the other were crippled 
by the acceptance of these principles, such a united action could hardly be 
resented by any belligerent; and were the decrees not fully obeyed, recommen- 
dations for the present crisis and protests against the outrages already com- 
mitted against the rules which ought to have been obeyed would furnish 
material for the future establishment of a policed Court of International Law. 

It would not require many weeks to assemble in Washington representatives 
of the South American nations, of Italy, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
and Spain. 

It must be emphasized that such a conference should be strictly limited 
to the purpose indicated in order for its accomplishment with proper influence 
and authority, and absolutely restricted from any discussion of armistice, 
arbitration, or peace propositions of any kind. 

Boston, Massachusetts. Erving Winslow. 



